General Background of 2 Timothy

Paul wrote this deeply personal letter from his prison in Rome where Paul was for a second time a prisoner.  It was probably written a year or so after 1 Timothy and was delivered to Timothy by the hands of Tychicus.  It was most likely the last letter which Paul wrote only a short time before his martyrdom in A.D.68.  Paul had been re-arrested and imprisoned the second time in Rome as one of the victims of the Roman Emperor Nero’s violent and murderous persecutions of the church.


Timothy, Paul’s “beloved son,” most intimate friend and fellow worker in the Gospel, was working as a pastor in distant Ephesus.  Paul was anxious to see his disciple, Timothy, before his death.  Lest he should not arrive in time, he felt it necessary, also, to give him a last warning in this letter as to the heresies that were then being spread in the churches.  Therefore, Paul writes to Timothy a series of exhortations to faithfulness, zeal for sound doctrine and patience amidst trials.
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Key Themes

	1. Suffering is a standard part of Christian experience.
	1:8, 12; 2:3, 9; 3:11–12; 4:5, 14–18

	2. The Christian response to suffering is faithful perseverance by God's power.
	1:8; 2:1, 11–13; 4:1–8

	3. The gospel is the ground for the Christian's endurance.
	1:9–11; 2:8–10

	4. The Scriptures have power to save and preserve.
	2:15; 3:15–17; 4:1–2

	5. True believers will persevere; failure to persevere proves one is not converted.
	2:11–13, 19; 3:14; 4:7, 10

	6. False teaching is deadly and must be dealt with firmly.
	2:16–18, 23–26; 3:1–9; 4:3–5


